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PRESS RELEASE

The International Sikh Confederation (ISC) successfully convened a Conclave The Way Forward on Religious Conversions in Punjab in solemn commemoration of the 350th Martyrdom Anniversary of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib at People’s Convention Centre, Chandigarh.

The Conclave brought together eminent Sikh personalities from diverse fields – academia, administration, judiciary, journalism, and Sikh institutions, to deliberate on the issue of religious conversions in Punjab. To reaffirm the principle of Freedom to Religion for all as bestowed by Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, the scholars felt that the powerful message of Guru Tegh Bahadur must be the foundation to formulate any way going forward. Sikhi is about sanjhi walta, and firm belief in Ek Onkar. A need was felt to assess the performance of our Institutions and to ensure that Sikhi is being propagated in its true spirit. These must guide the masses, specially the youth, as to how to translate the Sikh values on the ground, in any and every situation. Sikh Thinkers, individually and collectively, too can play a major role in this regard.
The Government of Punjab should strengthen all the communities by promoting moral education, cultural engagement, and economic empowerment as safeguards against exploitation. Any move towards an anti-conversion law stands fundamentally at odds with Sikh philosophy, which upholds freedom of conscience, dignity of choice, and respect for all faiths. Sikh teachings reject coercion in matters of belief and affirm that spirituality must arise from inner conviction, not external factors.
 In his concluding remarks, Prof. Manjit Singh, Former Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib, emphasized the importance of upholding the Sikh values and strengthening our institutions. He further said that an individual’s character is shaped by three pillars – Family, School, and Religious places. He urged that these must be made strong if we wish to instill Sikh values in the coming generations. He stressed that our preachers be made conversant with recent technologies including AI. He appealed for unity beyond ego and self promotion, so that efforts may truly serve the Panth. He further envisioned that organizations should unite to form a caravan, moving forward with shared purpose and commitment to the Panth and its future.
Dr Jaspal Kaur Kaang gave inaugural speech and S Gurdev Singh Brar, Co-Convener, thanked all the panelists and participants. The event was organized under the patronage of Dr Sardara Singh Johl, Padma Bhushan, by Dr Birendra Kaur, Secy Gen, S Kanwal Pal Singh, Gen Secy and Dr Kushhal Singh, Chief Advisor  
The Conclave was enriched by the presence of:
· Prof Manjit Singh, Former Jathedar Sri Akal Takht Sahib Chief Guest
· S Gurdev Singh Brar, IAS (Retd), Bhai Ashok Singh Bagrian, Col JS Bala (Retd), Dr Khushhal Singh
· Justice Nirmal Singh, Justice Ranjit Singh (Retd), Sr Adv Navkiran Singh, Sr Adv Manjit Singh Khaira
· S Gurjot Singh Sawhney (President, Sector 22 Gurdwara), S Hamir Singh (TV Channel Pulang), S Jaspal Singh (Journalist), Dr Gurcharan Singh, Dr Sawraj Singh (USA), Prin Dr Jaswinder Singh S Rajinder Singh Khalsa, S Malkiat Singh,Gr. Capt.(Retd) Kanwal Jit Singh, S Gurbir Singh Machakki, Prof  Prabhjot Kaur,  and many others.
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